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Sediments: archives 
of harmful substances

Harmful substan-

ces that have been 

discharged into the 

sea will eventually 

settle in the sedi-

ments
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HARMFUL SUBSTANCES

Harmful 
substances have 
accumulated in the 
sediments during 
past decades.

Classic environmental toxins 

are gradually stored deeper in 

the sediments. 

Dredging operations may 

release these toxins back to the 

water, and further, to the food 

chain.

New substances cause 

new problems
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